
Ethicon Plus Antibacterial Sutures 
The only suture portfolio proven e�ective 
in addressing a known risk factor for 
surgical site infections2-15

PERFORMANCE
PROTECTION
PROOF



Triclosan-coated sutures are an integral 
part of surgical care bundles that address 
surgical site infection (SSI)1 

Ethicon Plus Antibacterial Sutures are the only triclosan- 
coated sutures commercially available worldwide 
Plus Sutures are the only surgical intervention shown to help reduce biofilm formation 
and bacterial colonization of the suture—a known risk factor for SSI. Their safety and e�icacy 
are supported by a wealth of the highest-quality evidence, backed by nearly 2 decades 
of commercial use.2-15

To reduce SSI risk, trust an evidence-based strategy
Plus Sutures are supported by a wealth of Level 1A evidence, the highest quality in the 
Evidence-based Medicine Pyramid3-15:

*21 RCTs, 6,462 patients, 95% CI: (14, 40%), P<0.001.
†All triclosan-coated sutures in these RCTs were Ethicon Plus Antibacterial Sutures (Monocryl Plus, Vicryl Plus and PDS Plus).
‡Clean wounds 10 RCT, 2842 patients, 95% CI (11-43%), P=0.003; non-clean wounds 14 RCT, 3620 patients, 95% CI (7-42%).

Make Plus Sutures part of your comprehensive,
evidence-based, SSI risk-reduction strategy 

Perceptions vs facts about SSI and Plus Sutures

12 META-
ANALYSES 28 randomized

controlled trials
(RCTs)

Nearly

12K
patients 

– Meta-regression analyses demonstrated that the e�ect
of triclosan-coated sutures in reducing the risk of SSI does
not vary by CDC wound classification or suture type4*†‡ 

Recent meta-analysis 
showed 28% reduction
in SSI risk with the use of 
triclosan-coated sutures4*† 

1Many things can lead to an infection— 
suture is not my key concern

Sutures are implants and, like all implants, can increase the risk 
of infection once a biofilm has been established. Plus Sutures 
inhibit bacterial colonization of the suture which can lead 
to biofilm formation.2,3,16  

PERCEPTION
FACT

2I am already taking measures 
to prevent SSI

Prophylactic antibiotic use is not always e�ective in preventing SSI.17 
The optimal approach to preventing SSI is by using several proven interventions 
in care bundles. One such intervention could be Plus Sutures, which are shown 
to inhibit bacterial colonization of the suture for 7 days or more.18-20

PERCEPTION
FACT

3Use of triclosan has been 
banned by the FDA

Triclosan has not been banned by the FDA. The clinical benefit of triclosan, 
specifically in consumer antiseptic washes and healthcare handwashes, 
scrubs, and skin preps, was questioned. The clinical value of triclosan-
coated sutures for wound closure is well-established and supported by 
Level 1A evidence as well as multiple evidence-based clinical practice 
guidelines.4,21-27

PERCEPTION
FACT

4Higher cost of Plus Sutures 
is not justified

At just ^60¢ more per strand, Plus Sutures are a small price to pay 
compared with the ^$42,102 that a single SSI can cost.28-30

PERCEPTION FACT

5Evidence supporting e�ectiveness 
of Plus technology is not strong

Plus Sutures are supported by the highest level of clinical 
evidence (1A) and by health authorities around the world.4,23,27

PERCEPTION FACT

^Based on Australian Dollars
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*CDC, NHMRC, WHO, ACS/SIS, NICE, and RKI guidelines on reducing the risk of surgical site infections are general to triclosan-coated sutures and are not specific to any one brand.
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International Guidelines

UK Guidelines

German Guidelines

Recommendations you can trust
Triclosan-coated sutures are supported by evidence-based recommendations 
from a growing number of global health authorities as part of the SSI bundle.23-27,31*

Go with proven protection. Plus.

Australian Guidelines

NHMRC National Health and
Medical Research Council




